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Yo everyone. Welcome! 
I’m Gideon. Got one ear up cuz 

I wanna hear what you’re saying. 
My other ear’s down cuz I’m 
filtering out the boring stuff.

Welcome August!

I would like to announce that we have a new website! We’ve 
been working it for a few years, but there have been hurdles 
in the process of getting it switched over due to a bunch of 
techy foreign language that I can't even try to explain. 

This was a stressful endeavor, and I won't lie, I had a mini 
panic attack when Cindi said she flipped it to the new site! 
We can't recover the old site. We do not have whatever is 
needed, more techy gibberish. My biggest worry was our 
rescue email. It’s attached to the site - more techy stuff.  
We get so many important emails for dogs in need, 
especially at our shelters, so I did hold my breath. BUT IT 
WORKS! We went live on 7/25 and expect about 72 hours 
of buggy issues. We have a few things we are still working 
on, including the dogs. We saved that for last since it is ever 
changing!
A HUGE thanks to our foster volunteer Cindi for taking over 
the techy part and working hard on creating the site! 
Thank you to Shelly and Beth for helping add the content, to 
Tatiana for going through both sites and ensuring we 
captured everything and to all the volunteers who helped 
with feedback and have patiently awaited a more user 
friendly site to network their foster dogs! 

Our new site is mobile friendly and is easier to navigate. 
Our paypal has the option to set up a monthly gift to help our 
medical dogs. Our adoption applications can be filled out 
directly from our site instead of uploading and saving a word 
document!  We don't have to email you a foster application,  
you can fill it out online and submit it!

If you want to check it out, please visit us at 
azchihuahuarescue.org

We hope you like it!
Angela
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The Skin: What Should My Dog’s Coat Look Like?Gideon Speaks 

Cont’d on page 3

Shiny, smooth, free of lumps and bumps, supple, 
clear and not greasy or flaky. That’s the look of a 
healthy coat.  A healthy diet and regular grooming 
can make fur shine, no matter the breed or type of 
hair. Skin should be pink or black, depending on 
the pigments and genes of the breed.

Skin is the body’s largest organ, and its cells are 
always turning over, making new ones. 
In the majority of dogs, most of the skin is covered 
with hair and sheds regularly. It’s constantly 
growing in dogs that don’t shed. 

Your dog’s hair will stay healthy as long as you 
feed the right amount of calories for her needs, 
and provide a high quality balanced diet 
containing protein, fats, carbohydrates, vitamins, 
and minerals.

Formula for a healthy coat:
Bathe your dog but not every day! (Gus hates 
getting a bath. We have to get out the towel and 
shampoo when he’s not in sight.) You don’t wanna 
remove the natural oils in the skin. 
An oatmeal bath can soothe skin and maintain a 
shiny glow. 
Brush her hair every few days.
Give her healthy treats
Protect her from parasites

Adding fish oil to the diet can add to a shiny 
coat…not so with Gus. We continue looking for 
something that will add luster to his dry, itchy hair. 

P.S. Remember to read the ingredients on the 
shampoo bottle. Is it allergy free for the sensitive 
discriminating fur child? 

AND: Something to think about: Is it true ALL of 
the time, that a shiny smooth outer coat means 
your dog is perfectly healthy on the inside?

Source:
What should my dog’s skin look like?    
https://vcahospitals.com/know-your-pet/coat-and-skin-
appearance-in-the-healthy-dog

   Giddy. It’s a nickname
   my FM gave me when 
   I was a pup. I bet she
   called me that because
   I’m a happy, laid back
   kinda guy. My mom
  Abbey gave birth to four of 

us on April 7, 2020. All beauties if I do say so 
myself. 

Not to brag, but I’m the smartest of the bunch. 
I was ALWAYS the first to do anything. 
FM Elizabeth said I was the FIRST to figure out 
the dog door and chew the pee pads (LOL), 
the FIRST to learn how to use my sad eyes to 
get things, the FIRST to greet her in the 
morning with kisses, the FIRST to learn my 
name, and yep, I was the FIRST to make 
friends with most of the other 2400 dogs in the 
house. With my smile and skills, there’d be lots 
of caring humans wanting me to be their’s.

Little did I know that I had a new mom waiting 
to adopt me when I got old enough to leave 
foster care. Kristine lost her 13 year old kitty to 
kidney failure a few months before and her 
heart felt shattered. She knew it would take 
another fur baby to help her heal.

My new mom grew up with chihooties and 
loved our personalities. Who wouldn’t? She 
was following the Great Rescue on FB  but 
lived out of state and couldn’t adopt. My mom, 
my best mom ever, moved back to AZ…and I 
believe in my Chi heart, that she did it so she 
could adopt ME!

She and Elizabeth connected, and FM who is a 
natural born matchmaker, chose me to become 
Kristine’s fur baby. We were perfect for each 
other. When I was old enough I moved into my 
new home. It was a great 4th of July in 2020! 

http://azchihuahuarescue.org/
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Gideon  Speaks (Cont’d from page 2)
I’m a little over a year old and full of spunk and 
puppy orneriness, yet sweet as a sugar cube. 
Those are words out of my mom’s own mouth, 
so I know they’re true. I gotta be in on 
everything. No excluding me. Don’t try cuz I’ll 
butt in. Like I said before, I’m smart and curious. 

I like playing fetch and wrestling with my sister 
Mi Sha. She’s also from the Great Rescue. We 
love each other, my sister and me. I think her 
long legs look like chew sticks, so that’s what I 
do…chew on them. She doesn’t mind. Mi Sha’s 
patient with me. Thats the kind of sister to have!

When we get tired from playing, we snuggle 
down in one of our beds and take a nap.
During our lazy times, we watch TV. Our 
favorite show is Meerkat Manor. Do you watch 
it? It takes you on a journey with a meerkat 
family. Exciting stuff for chihooties.

My dad’s an awesome father. I can’t wait for 
him to get home from work everyday. When I 
hear the garage door, I run and tell Mom, “Dad’s 
home” and off I go giving lots of kisses to him. 

I almost forgot to let ya know about Boogie. 
I know cats get a bad rap, but this guy is 
somethin’. I’ll get in my downward dog pose and 
bark at him. Boogie slowly reaches a paw out 
towards me. Gives me the zoomies! I turn round 
and round in circles and then start playing 
downward dog again. I love this cat!

Mom tells me and all her friends that I am the 
best boy ever. She says I make her and Dad 
laugh everyday. I know they are thankful to 
have me. And me…I know I’m smart, not to 
brag, but hey … my parents are smarter, and 
I’m grateful I’m theirs. 
(Family pics on pg 8)

I’m layin’’ here 
entralled with 

Meerkat Manor 
and my dad’s 

snoozin’.
Somethin’s 
not right! 

Max asks Dr. Pearl 
about humans.

Hey Dr. Pearl, I don’t get it. My mom has weird 
rules and she’s kinda boring. She doesn’t like it 
when I jump on her or nip her ankle. She says I 
act like a teenager and am onery. She
works all day so is too tired to play when I 
wanna have fun. What can I do? I don’t 
understand humans. Help me, will ya Dr.Pearl.

I get it Max, and I agree. They are strange 
creatures. I got an idea that might work. It won’t 
work for everone, but you’re a social guy and not 
fearful or anxious. 

Doggy Day Care Centers can be a good fit for 
you. Your human can check them out and make 
sure they are clean and safe and separate furry 
kids into play groups according to size, age, and 
peronality. They don’t work for all dogs, but hey, 
ask your folks to visit one.

You’ll get to play and nip, run, and jump on each 
other. You’ll get to learn the canine language that 
is foreign to humans. Who knows, they might 
have a pink unicorn or two waiting to be humped.

I’m not sayin’ you should go there five days a 
week, but a few hours here and there would give 
your parents a break. You would learn social skills 
and tips that will help you manage your teen 
years. 

Exercising with other furry kids is fun and can 
make you tired, so when you go home, you’re 
ready to settle down and chew a bone.

http://azchihuahuarescue.org/
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Cont’d on page 5

Bilious Vomiting Syndrome 

Tater didn’t like eating breakfast. He preferred a later 
morning meal. As he got older, he would sometimes 
vomit yellow foamy bile in the early morning. 
Afterwards, his stomach seemed to settle down and he 
would eat a little food. It took a LONG time before we 
discovered Bilious Vomiting Syndrome (BVS). 

BVS occurs early in the morning when the stomach is 
empty and there is nothing to absorb stomach acids 
and bile which is highly alkaline and irritating to the 
stomach lining. Fluid from the duodenum (the first part 
of the small intestine) which contains bile, flows 
backward into the stomach causing nausea and bilious 
vomiting. This reflux of irritating fluid is also common in 
people but has its origin at the top of the stomach. 
Humans are familiar with esophageal reflux or GERD 
while dogs commonly experience it as Bilious Vomiting 
Syndrome.

In addition to vomiting yellow foam, you might notice 
early morning lip smacking (a sign of nausea), drooling 
and lack of interest in food. The longer the stomach is 
empty, the more likely a furry kid will vomit. It can also 
occur late at night. Continual vomiting can cause 
dehydration, and puppies can become dehydrated 
quickly.

NOTE: Vomiting is the active forceful expulsion of 
gastric or duodenal contents that includes nausea and 
retching. It is NOT regurgitation - food coming back up 
to the mouth from the esophagus - a burp!

BVS is more common in younger healthy dogs. Their 
food requirements are different than older dogs. BUT 
old dogs are not immune. We adopted Tater when he 
was 10. He rarely vomited foam at that age, but the 
vomiting increased as he got older. 

Dogs that experience other issues like Giardia, food 
allergies or inflammatory bowel disease may be at 
higher risk for developing BVS. 

Crusty: Gotta say I luv Day 
Care…been promoted to chief 

ball and apple keeper, but ta tell 
ya the truth, I’m exhausted!

Ears: Where’s my lunch? Don’t 
we get no lunch at this here 

Day Care?

Bertha and Bob: 
We’re tired. It’s gotta be nap 
time. Please. No more of that 

fetchin’ balls game.

http://azchihuahuarescue.org/
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Cont’d from page 4

 Bilious Vomiting Syndrome (Cont’d from page 4)

Acute vomiting may be a sign of a serious disease. If you notice blood in the vomit, 
vomiting 8 or more times in one day, lack of energy, fever, pain, pale or jaundiced mucous 
membranes, get immediate veterinary assistance. The vet will take a history of your dog’s 
symptoms, do blood work, physical exam, and other tests as appropriate to rule out more 
serious conditions. 

BVS can be challenging because an empty stomach causes nausea and vomiting, which 
causes loss of appetite which means not eating which means an empty stomach and so 
the vicious cycle continues until you smack yourself upside the head and realize what’s 
going on!

The vet can offer options as simple as diet adjustment and / or medications that will help 
make your furry kid more comfortable. Smaller, more frequent meals and a meal before 
bedtime can reduce the chances of early morning vomiting. Feeding Tater a small amount 
of food before bed time helped him. Giving a small amount of food first thing in the morning 
and waiting before giving a larger meal can reduce the chances of vomiting.

NOTE: Feeding your dog more frequently does not mean adding more calories. Don’t over 
feed. 

Check with your vet about using medications like Metoclopramide to improve gastric 
motility or H2 blockers like Tagamet, Pepcid or Zantac to reduce stomach acid. Cerenia can 
prevent vomiting and help reduce coughing from tracheal collapse in some dogs.

Recovery and prognosis is good once a treatment plan is in place and you follow the 
recommendations. Follow up with the vet with concerns and on-going GI issues.

Sources:
https://vetnutrition.tufts.edu/2021/06/stomaching-the-problem-could-your-pet-have-bilious-vomiting-
syndrome/?
https://www.elwoodvet.net/bilious-vomiting
https://www.vetinfo.com/bilious-vomiting-syndrome-in-dogs.html
https://wagwalking.com/condition/bilious-vomiting-syndrome
https://todaysveterinarypractice.com/gi-intervention-approach-to-diagnosis-therapy-of-the-vomiting-patient/

Turn to page 7 for more enlightenment.
Don’t worry. I’m not gonna show you vomiting dogs and other gross stuff!

http://azchihuahuarescue.org/
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Time for the Neuter
Luc's time for his neuter has come. I prepped by freaking myself out, even though I have been through this at 
least 100 times.

I purchased a cone for him for after surgery to help keep him from licking his stitches. Shhh It was a CAT cone 
because they are smaller.

I followed the rules of no food after 9pm the night before (Water is OK) and although he never eats past 7...the 
minute I put those food bowls up he was STARVED. He had surgery at 2pm. Pick up time:4:00pm.

Before going home,the vet gave me a choice of giving pain medication in the office or me giving it to him at 
home. I always choose the vet giving medication so nobody has to wait and feel pain.

Luc was out of it from the anesthesia and pain meds, which is normal. He woke up enough to be happy to see 
us and cuddle close and go back to sleep.

I alway bring whomever has been fixed that day to bed with me so I know if they are having pain or other 
issues during the night. I sleep lightly and 99% of the time the patient sleeps soundly all night.

The day after, your baby may not be fully awake yet. Spays are  harder on a baby than the neuters, so if you 
have a little girl DO NOT be alarmed if it takes her a couple days before she wants to eat much and move 
around.

Luc was drowsy the next day and didn't have much of an appetite until about noon, but once noon hit, he was 
AWAKE and wanted his breakfast AND lunch.

I try to keep my newly fixed babies quiet for a couple days after the procedure, BUT there are dogs and 
puppies that do not like or listen to that rule. SURPRISE! Luc was one of them. He was ready to play with his 
foster puppy friends by 12:30...which his mean mom put a stop to.

By the second day, he had started trying to lick his stitches. The cone went on. 
He was LESS THAN THRILLED.

On day 3 his incision and stitches started to heal, and I could see a difference from the day before.

PLEASE note: If the incision starts looking red and angry CALL YOUR VET IMMEDIATELY. There may be an 
infection. Check the area a few times a day.

At day 5 his stitches started to dissolve and things are almost back to normal. Luc is playing, eating and going 
potty exactly as he was before the neuter. I believe it's harder on us than them!

I’m not sure what’s 
goin’ on. I luv bein’ 
cuddled, but feel so…
groggy…Gotta go ta 
sleep for a while.

What the 
heck? Who 
put this 
contraption 
around my 
neck? HEY! 
Ya hear me? 

http://azchihuahuarescue.org/
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Irritating bile flows backwards from 
duodenum into stomach causing early 
morning vomiting due to empty stomach.

Cont’d from page 5
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That’s our Boogie. He’s the 
BEST cat ever. We’re gonna 
give him a gold medal. It’s a 

secret, so don’t tell him, okay.

Mi Sha is a great 
gal. I luv her legs.

Woo Hoo!

We’re playin’ Ducky tug 'o war. 

One of our favorite games.

Jeff and my mom Kristine… We luv ‘em.

    Kind of lazy today. 

How ‘bout lookin’ at my 

family album.

We’re a good lookin’ 

bunch of characters!
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