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 Yo, all you humans! My family
 calls me Tayo. Tomato, Mayo, or
 simply Mateo. I’m no tomato or the
 mayo on someone’s sandwich. I’m
 a little guy. A Gentleman. 
 A handsome dude. Don’t cha love
 my deep dark eyes, the sound of
 my voice… What? You can’t hear
 my bark? Turn up the volume, or
 slide on over to page two.

Happy New Year! 
We hope everyone had a nice Holiday season! 

I think most of us are glad 2020 is over. The New 
Year is a great time to set new goals and 
resolutions.  At AZCR our goal every year is to 
help as many Chihuahuas as we can. We could 
not do that without the help of our fosters, 
volunteers, and supporters. 

If you want to start your new year with the 
resolution to help us help more Chihuahuas in 
need, contact us at 
rescue@azchihuahuarescue.org.

Hoping 2021 brings us lots of happiness and joy!

Angela

http://azchihuahuarescue.org/
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Urinary Tract Issues: Giant Kidney WormMateo (Tayo) Speaks 

Cont’d on page 3

Somehow, and I can’t remember the details, 
so please forgive my momentary memory 
lapse, Elizabeth came to my rescue. Talk 
about a win. I won the lottery. Big time!! 

Shortly after the big move, my fosters 
discovered I had issues… the medical 
kind…. like a collapsing trachea and the 
beginning of Congestive Heart Failure. I 
might also mention that because I have no 
teeth, I get recurring sinus infections. But 
heck, Elizabeth and Cam weren’t put out cuz 
of my problems. They took me to the vet, got 
me started on medications, and were hoping 
they could find me a forever home. That was 
the plan until…

You know about plans, right?! They change 
when you least expect it. And so it happened 
in our house. I sorta had an episode that 
scared us all. My tongue, and lips, and 
gums  started turning blue. I didn’t feel so 
good. The vet could tell I was in bad shape. 
She thought I would be a goner in a few 
weeks or maybe last only a few months. Ha! 
Not me, but it was a wake up call for my 
foster parents.

Bailey can’t get 
enough of me. She’s 
like part of my harem. 
The girl can’t help but 

swoon. 

My dad Cam and me. 
I luv hearing his 

beating heart and 
feeling his warm 

body. Makes me feel 
like I’m in heaven.

Giant kidney worm (Dioctophyme Renale) is a 
blood red, over a yard long parasite that makes its 
home in the right kidney of dogs, cats, humans and 
other mammals, most commonly the mink. It’s 
relatively rare but can be found throughout the 
world.  Infected animals can live with the worm for 
years because the unaffected kidney can function 
on its own. Vets usually find the worm after a dog 
dies.

It’s uncommon that a furry kid shows any 
symptoms, but some experience back and 
abdominal pain, fever and weight loss.

The worm passes through several stages before it 
can survive in the kidney. Eggs are passed through 
urine and develop in freshwater for one to seven 
months. A fish or frog eats the worm. A dog drinks 
from infested freshwater, eats fish or frogs and 
becomes infected. Cooking fish and boiling drinking 
water prevents the problem.

Ultrasound or exploratory surgery of the abdomen 
may show the presence of the worm. The only 
treatment is surgical removal of the parasite. 
Prognosis is excellent. 

Avoid the problem:  Don’t let your furry kid eat raw 
fish or frogs. As for the kidney, a dog can live 
comfortably with only one. BTW, Humans get 
infected in the same way as dogs, by eating 
undercooked fish and frog.
Sources:
https://wagwalking.com/condition/giant-kidney-worm-
dioctophyme-renale
https://www.troccap.com/canine-guidelines/other-systems/

The Life Cycle of the 
Giant Red Worm

http://azchihuahuarescue.org/
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 Dr. Mini Pearl, CChT

For solutions to your problems, 
contact my secretary at abakline209@yahoo.com
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  The Therapist’s CouchMateo (Tayo) Speaks  (Cont’d from page 2)

They weren’t gonna throw me out the door. 
They decided I would be theirs. FOREVER! 
They adopted me, and you know what, on 
that very day when I became a “forever” 
dog, I started feeling better. Mom SWEARS 
I got better. I started smiling and playing 
and eating more. It’s been over a month 
and my cough has calmed down, too. Mom 
says I’m doing fantastic. My vet is surprised 
and pleased. 

The girls in the house continue swooning 
over me. I am SO HANDSOME and yes, 
I’m a ladies’ man! My brother Stuart isn’t so 
thrilled with the attention I get, and we get 
to bickering like two old cranky toothless 
gentlemen, but I gotta say, Stuart always 
has my back. If things get out of sorts with 
the others, Stuart gathers round and 
protects me. Makes me wonder if he really 
minds that the girls like me so much. I’m not 
gonna ask!

And so, I’ve told you about as much as I 
can. In a way, I’m a “day to day” dog. So far 
things are going well for me, but my time is 
limited. Mom and Dad cherish each and 
every day they have with me. Dad and I 
cuddle. The girls swoon. Stuart acts miffed 
and out of sorts. And me…I’m about as 
happy as any dog could be, for I live in a 
house full of love….and dog hair!

Sincerely Yours,
Tayo
The most handsome dog ever!

My pal Stuart 
understands 
when I get 

tuckered out. 
He’s my best 

friend. 
My protector!

We wanna know Dr Pearl. 
Where’s it happening?

Hey Dr. Pearl, We heard you give group rates, so 
here we are. A group. Asking for some advice. Word 
on the street is that January is Train Your Dog 
Month. What’s that about? Train your dog? It’s taken 
us a long time to train our humans. We got ‘em just 
how we like ‘em and now you’re tellin’ us we need 
training. What gives?

First off guys… Happy New Year! You’re looking 
good. It’s true. January is Train Your Dog Month. 

It’s all about learning to be in “tip-top” shape, doing 
your best, and showing that you are a credit to our 
species. 

You all ready know the basics, like come, sit, and 
stay, but there’s more you can learn, like “don’t 
touch”. Some things can hurt you. It’s safer to let 
them go when your human tells you to. And “heel” is 
important because it helps you focus and pay 
attention. 

You can learn fun stuff like fetch, jump, shaking 
hands, hugs, and dancing. Agility training takes 
some work and is a great skill no matter what your 
size.

BUT…Remember the basics guys. When your 
humans say COME or SIT or STAY, Do it! 

Give your family lots of smiles and kisses. And don’t 
give up on traing them to be the best parents they 
can be!

mailto:abakline209@yahoo.com
http://azchihuahuarescue.org/
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Cont’d on page 5

The Collar and The Harness

Does the Mastiff walk his human or does the human walk his 
Mastiff? And who walks the Chihuahua? It’s not always the 
human taking the lead. Small. Yes! Stubborn? You bet! 
Smart. Aha! And therein lies the potential problem. 

You taught your furry kid that walking is fun. He instructed 
you that he will take the lead. Your little angel easily turns 
into the giant who sees a lizard and lurches after it. Or his 
eyes gaze upon a strange dog…size doesn’t matter… and 
he lunges forward as fast as his little legs can carry him. He 
pulls and strains and won’t give up. At the other end of your 
dog’s neck, you react by yanking, jerking, and reining him in. 
After all YOU are walking the dog. He is NOT walking you! 

You talk to him, tell him you don’t like his behavior and then 
begin thinking about what you can do so he doesn’t repeat it. 
What the heck! Collar fits well. It’s not tight. The leash is 
okay. It’s not a danger. Maybe some more training will help. 

The thing is, your furry kid has been pulling and straining for 
months. It’s never bothered your dog. It’s mostly been 
annoying to you. But then one day, you notice your Chi 
seems to be in pain when he lifts his neck, or he’s 
developed a cough, or…. yeah. Something’s not quite right. 
Time to see the vet.

Several years ago, we had a little guy named Joe. He was a 
go-getter who wore a collar. He yanked and he pulled, and 
we reacted by trying to take control. No one told us the 
downside of walking a dog with a collar and leash. We had 
no idea that a harness would be safer for Joe. After a few 
years, Joe developed symptoms of neck pain. Sure enough, 
x-rays showed serious cervical disk injury. Our vet talked 
with us about using only a harness. It was okay for him to 
wear a collar, but we were warned about not attaching a 
leash to it. Talk about guilt! We felt horrible.

There have been studies showing that walking a dog 
on a collar can create significant health issues and 
injuries. Hypothyroidism can be caused from the 
trauma to the thyroid gland. Eye and ear issues can 
result from extensive pressure on the neck. Collapsing 
trachea can occur from the rigorous pull on the leash 
and collar, and cervical disk injuries can emerge and 
create chronic pain and misery.

Train Your Dog Month

Fonz: Comin’ home. Last 
hurdle and yeah… Hold it! 
I’m in 1st place. Wiinner for 
another year.

Chihootie Dance Troop: One. Two. 
Cha cha cha. Oh. Yeah. That was 
the other dance. But hey… ya can’t 
beat what we can do!

Pats:  I got the moves, I got 
the balance, I’m a Chi 
master of Wu Style Tai Chi. 
Wanna learn? Gimme a call.

http://azchihuahuarescue.org/
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The Collar and The Harness   Cont’d from pg 4

Cont’d from page 4

A harness helps distribute the force of the leash over a larger surface area rather than 
having all the pressure applied to the neck like with a traditional neck collar. Not all 
harnesses are created equal. Do some research. Choose one that is appropriate for your 
furry kid. 

Size matters. Make sure it’s completely adjustable around the neck and chest. If you can’t 
find one small enough for your Chi, take a walk through the cat aisle. You’ll find more 
choices. And no, your furry kid won’t start meowing because he’s wearing something of a 
feline nature!

Look for how the harness is made. It should be comfortable and sit around the top of the 
shoulder and not circle around his neck. Chest straps should fit snugly, not slide into your 
dog’s armpits and not restrict his ability to walk with ease. Pay attention to the fit and his 
comfort.

Pick a type that will work best. A body harness with a chest plate is great for use as a car 
restraint. It evenly distributes force of impact from a crash (I know. You drive safely. But….)

Front clip harnesses are used as a training tool, not for long term solutions. There are even 
harnesses with built-in cool packs!

It might take your dog a while to get used to wearing a harness. Don’t rush it. Give them a 
few days. If treats help, use them - for him and you!

As with a collar, take off the harness during play and roughhousing. They can catch on 
objects or get tangled up in your dog’s playmate.

The collar vs the harness issue can be a contentious one. There are dog trainers who 
prefer and recommend using a collar and not a harness. Whatever you choose, think about 
your dog’s health and his safety.

As for Joe, his neck pain and vertebral injury worsened to the point where the vet had to 
euthanize him. It was a painful lesson for us. 

Turn to Page 7 and CHECK IT OUT

Sources:
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/best-dog-harnesses/
https://iheartdogs.com/how-to-choose-the-correct-harness-for-your-dog/
https://www.whole-dog-journal.com/training/dog-collars-or-harnesses-which-is-better/
https://www.safewise.com/pet-harness-vs-collar/

http://azchihuahuarescue.org/
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Dogs and prescriptions

I have several dogs that need prescription medication daily, and lord knows just like 
everything, prescriptions can be costly. A few things I have learned tho, is getting the 
drugs from your vet usually costs more.

I know it is convenient and most of the time the drugs are readily available when you 
get them from your vet, but, you can also get prescriptions from a regular pharmacy 
as well as many pet pharmacies that have become popular online.

When I use a "regular pharmacy" I also use the Good RX app. It helps locate the 
cheapest prices in your area for the drug, if it is available. Your vet WILL call a 
prescription in to a pharmacy if you request it.

Online pet pharmacies will clearly show the cost. Places like Chewy.com, 1800 pet 
meds, etc are reliable pharmacies. It may take several days to get an account set up 
for your pet at these since they do need to contact your vet. For drugs that have 
become harder to find during this pandemic, like the heart medication Vetmedin, it is 
good to have one or more of these pharmacies have your dog’s prescription so that 
you can check and order when it is in stock.

With drugs being out of stock so often (Again, the pandemic HAS affected it, sigh) 
there are many pharmacies in AZ that can compound the medications and doses 
exactly for your dog’s needs.

Keep yourself and your pets safe and healthy for this New Year!! 

  Eyeballin’ the med for 
  my tummy. Good job Mom!

 Different kind a tummy med. 
 My favorite! Thanks Mom.

 Got dressed up so I can
 wish you a proper 
 Happy New Year!

http://azchihuahuarescue.org/
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Do YOU have something you want us to check out? Let me know.

http://seattlettouch.com/balance-harness/ 
https://www.blue-9.com/balance-harness

https://freedomnopullharness.com/

https://ruffwear.com/

Kitty Holster® cat harness
http://www.kittyholster.com/index.html

http://www.kittyholster.com/
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